PLANS  FOR A  NEW  LONDON
scale.1 There was no ready-made personnel from whom to
choose the commissioners. They had to be improvised, and as
an improvisation the six nominated could not have been
bettered. Pratt had studied architecture in France, Italy,
Flanders and Holland, had a high reputation as a practical
architect, and had four great mansions to his credit, including
the Chancellor's splendid but ill-fated town-house in Picca-
dilly. With May and Wren he had already been engaged on
the survey of St. Paul's, and his services as a commissioner
were to gain him a well-earned knighthood before he inherited
property and retired to look after it.2 May is more difficult to
place. As 'Hugh May, Esquire' he had been appointed
Paymaster of the Works on Charles's return from exile,
and in that capacity had dealt with the great overhaul of the
royal palaces and buildings which occupied the years before
the Fire. As a result, he was known to everyone about the
Court and was called on to act as architect for a number of
great houses; but whereas Pratt was of the same type, class
and calibre as Evelyn, whose friend he was, May seems rather
to have belonged to the world of Pepys. His character suggests,
indeed, the responsible official, rather than the gentleman of
culture. He acted as deputy to Sir John Denham, the Surveyor-
General, when the latter was ill, but failed, in competition with
Wren, to secure his place when he died. He had, however,
already been promoted to be Controller of the Works, a post
he held until his death in 1684. Whatever his history, however,
he was admirably qualified to act as a commissioner. His
knowledge and his experience were both great, and his position
had given him an insight into the finance of building which
neither of his companions could have possessed.3
1 For the position of the masons, see D. Knoop and G. P. Jones, The London Mason
in the Seventeenth Century (Manchester, 1935).
2 Dictionary of National Biography; R. T. Gunther, The Architecture of Sir Roger
Pratt (Oxford, 1928)$ H. Avray Tipping, English Homes, Period iv, i (1920).   The
last two give full particulars of Pratt's houses.
8 May is not in the Dictionary of National Biography but there are frequent references
to him in Pepys's Diary and in the State Papers Domestic. I give from the calendar of
thev latter some of the references to the main stages in his career. Paymaster of the
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